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Tan. Marpir Gazette of the 24th J aly. caibaitoln the. 
statement made by. the Star of India. dated 5th idem, that in, 
consequence of the tyranny. and oppression of Nawab Moham- 
med Mardan Ali Khan, Minister of the Jodhpore State, many 
of the subjects : have. sought: refuge. in foreign cities, and the 
state has been ruined. and. dep opulated.. The Gazette remarks 
that this was, the result; of the famine which. prevailed in Mar- 
war in A.D..1868 and. 1869, .a calamity sent by .God, over 
which the ‘Minister could.have no: control, rather than of any 
conduct: of his; and expresses its surprise that. the editor of the 
Star of India,should ‘have inserted such:an. erroneous statemgnt 
in the columns ‘of that newspaper; withont. testing its accuracy, 
Pig that,:so . far from oppressing the, people, the Minister 
is very mild and. lenient:in his: disposition, and conducts the 
ailuinicteniin of.the state with great. sENaEE®: and. Tighteouss 
ness. : 


~The ajm-ul-Akhbér of the same. date sets a com- 
municated article, ini which the writer suggests the necessity 
of appointing a special court for the settlement of cases of pri+ 
‘vate disputes between husband and wife:in: Musalman families, 
These disputes are.common, and aye: often. carried to such .an 
extent that: a separation ensués between the married couple, 
which laste all through life, without a divorce taking place, or 
either of the erin having recourse to law, through shame 
and modesty. «. In such. cases a door is opened to crime,, ‘The | 
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wife carries on intrigues with other men, procures abortion , 

and commits other.crimes; while the, husband leads a life of 
lewdness and debauchery. {hus both parties are doomed toa 
life of sin and. wretchedness ; and more particularly so the wife, 


for the husband can take a second wife, but for her there is no 
ee 


In order to remove adele abuse, a sail soa” ou aghit to be 
appointed, which . should be so constituted that neither of the 
parties would be ashamed to refer to it. In Arabia cases of 
discord between husband and wife are brought before the 
_ Kazee, and decided ‘on the evidence of panches, or other 
respectable gentlemen. Ne o such custom obtains in India, and, 
consequently, the creation of a court as here proposed i is most 
needful. At first the dispute should be reported to the police 
for insertion in the police diary, a plan which will be useful 
in various ways, and a term should be fixed: within which the 
_ parties must bring in their suit.. According to the Skfa religion 
separation between husband and wife is not allowed for more 
than four months, and the same rule exists amiong the Sunnis 
with some modifications. Some such limit should be fixed, 
and it should be-ruled that: the parties should come to terms 
wishin it, and decide either on reconciliation or divorce. By — 
this simple plan the parties will either settle the dispute: between 
themselves, or else resort to the Court. --The writer is of opi- 
nion that a special section’should be provided im the law on 
the subject, and asks the Mahomedan Cemety at Calcutta to 
move in the matter. ) 


The’ Akmal-ul Athbiir of the 2 eth. July ‘has an article 
written by Pundit Harish Chandra Shastree of Dethi, in which 
the writer calls upon the Hindoo gentlemen of thattity to take 
steps to prevent incompetent pundits from misleading’ the 
community in religious ‘mgtters,: Such men abound ‘at pre- 
gent. They base all their knowledge and information on patras, 


or 


ical almanacs, without: possessing scholarship enough 
to test the correctness of the facts laid down in them, or con- 


sulting learned pundits, and for that reason: ‘often myalead: others 


who, unfortunately, place dependence on them. ‘in matters re- 
lating to religious festivals, marriages, and the like. Théwri- 
ter exemplifies the truth of this assertion by referring to certain 
recent cases in which the so-called. pundits of Delhi misled the 
public, and thereby injured their interests.. In one case it.was 
alleged that a solar eclipse would take place on the 18th June 
last, which turned out false; in another the dates of the festi- 
val Vyas Puja, which, as a rule,.is. observed on the Asharlid 
Shudhi-Parnmashi (the 2nd July of the current. year), were 
affirmed to be from the 29th June to 2nd July, on the plea 
of the incidence of a lunar eclipse on the last-mentioned | 

date. With regard to this eclipse they went so far as to maké 
a circle, and, after colouring it half with black, hung it up as a 
flag at the’river side, so as to assure’the public that the 3 moon 
would-appear half éclipsed on the aforesaid day. But no eclipse 
was to be seen, and ail proved. to be a mere deception, the 
effect of which was unfortunate: A famous fair, which passes 
by the name of Pawan Parikish&,* used to be heldon that day 
This is a very pleasant sight in Delhi, on acount of the delightful 
scenery of the hill on which it takes place, and the surrounding 
forests. It is attended by a. large number of people, and a crowd 
of retailers, who often sell. several hundred rupees’ worth of toys 
and other things on the occasion, and make much profit by the 
bargain. © Unfortunately, by a foolish mistake of the Brahmins, 
this remarkable fair did not take place this time, and the poor 
suffered a great less.’ Another mistake to which the writer 
draws attention is, that i in the patras publ ished in these parts 
of the country, Mereury.i is put: down as the presiding Planet of 
the year, instead of Mars. . 


) By making such mistakes the ignorant: oieihiag: not ilk y 
misguide ‘the. public, but lower the reputation of.the Hindop 
x eligion j in the eyes of men of other creeds. | ‘The writer draws 
- the attention of, Hindoo gentlemen to, the. matter, and. ‘points 


—— 
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‘cities 89 ont some open and by fixing’ a’ pole on some elevated 
* spot ascertain the direction of oy wind, on which: they base their, pclae 
#8 to the Good ox bad effects-of' thie yeare pie 
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out to themthe:necessity of reforming the evil. ‘The plan he 

would: ‘suggest is that they should convoke a meeting of all 
such pundits, and warn them infuture to consult advanced and 
learned: pundits. in all ‘matters: contiected with festivals, &c., 
before giving publicity to their ‘opinions. The latter, i in’ their 
turn, will do ‘well to hold meetings from time to time; and pass 
jud gment after much deliberation and tho ught, and attach their 


signatures to the decisions passed, in order that they nea not 
be ise oe for any mistakes —_ _ ocour. 
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. its colgmn of. — news, she: same paper wens two: 
gases of theft in the city.. One of these happened at the house 
of Dya Shankar, which is situated atthe canal,,in which pro- 
perty valued at Rs. 500 was.robbed ; the other at the house of 
Nazir Jwala Singh, who lost Rs. 300. worth of property. 


" -< correspondent of. the ‘Benares Akihbér of the. 2uth J uly 
notices the bad practice current among the Mahérfshtr Brah- 
mans of Konkon and_ other cities of giving daughters in 
marriage in return for money. Young girls of seven or eight 
years old are united in wedlock with old, maimed, or blind men, 
on the parents receiving some four or five hundred rupees. The 
atrocity of the practice may be imagined rather than described. 
The poor girls, by being thus married to husbands who are by 
no means a suitable match for them, not only waste their youth 
and bloom in misery and despondency, but soon become wi- 
dows, and live so all their life, a -second..marriage being not 
allowed. The writer, who i is himself one of the people whose 
practice he condemns, is “grieved. to the quick, to find that his 
cruel brethren should be 80 blinded by love of money as to 
violate the terms of the reli, gious vow made by them. ‘at the 
time of marryin ga daughter (according to which. they profess 
to bestow her hand), : ‘by bartering her for "money, and Assen 


treating the sacred contract as’ a mere mercenary affair, se, 


‘should consign their dear offspring to mis ery and wretched, ¥° 


} without, any fear of the punishment: | which 8 sure to aw nt 
“them for this crime in the next WOrldy. 


ja 
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-: The Athbér-i-Alam: of. tha same: date’ quotesi.the Indiat 
Mirror. to the effect that Maharajah Mulhar Rao-has expressed 
his refusal to partake in the meeting, which will: he held at- 
Bombay in January next, in order to perform the ceremony 
of unveiling the statue of Her Maj esty Queen Victoria in the 
Town Hall, in consequence of his salute having been fixed at 19 
guns instead of 21 guns, which was allowed. to the late Gui-. 
cowar, The Akhbér- i-A lam remarks that at first salutes of ) 
guns were allowed to the Ameer of Cabul, the Nizam of Hy- 
derabad, and the Maharaj ahs of Nepal, Mysore, and Barodah ; 
but that in the revision of the salutes made this year, the ‘Kasse 
of Cabul, and the Maharaj ahs, of Nepal and Jammu and Cash- 
mere have alone been mentioned as entitled to the distinction ly 
nothing having been said with regard to the Maharaj ahs of Ba- 
rodah.and Mysore and the Nizam, which shows that the number 
of the guns of their salute is no longer 21. The editor thinks 
this highly improper, and remarks that while there can be ng 
objection to increasing thesalute of the Maharajah of Cashmere 
from 19 to'21 guns, it is highly inconsistent with the rules of 
Government to degrade others for no fault. He believes that 
the quéstion of salutes to Indian Chiefs and Princes has not 
yet been finally decided, and that it Ww ill be taken LP at. some 
futuré'time, = 
The Panjdbt Akhbar of the 29th J aly h in reviewing the 
same question, remarks that it is a great mistake of Mulhar 
Rao to express dissatisfaction at having the number of the 
guns of his: saliite fixed at 19, ‘and to. persist in his’ refusal ‘to 
go to Bombay to perform the inauguration ceremony of the 
statue of Her Maj esty the Queen, which the late Guicowat 
presented, unless the Government sanction a salute of 21 guns. 
It is observed that the original number of guns fixed for the 
Guicowar’s salute was 1 9, and that it was only in acknow- 
“ver of Kbunde Rao’ 8 ‘meritorious service > that two ‘guns 
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himself of his:mistake before it is:too late» Hf he takes pains to 
promote the welfare of his subjects, it is: probable wirhe wae 
my allow. him: the additional favour. 


The. Alibér-i-Anjuman-i-Panjdt of the 2 Sth J July pub- 
fishes an essay read out at a meeting of the Anj uman-i-Panj 4b, 
held on the 20th idem, by the Chief Pundit Radha Krishna, a 
gentleman of Lahore, and member of the ‘Anj uman, in which 
the Pundit proves the existence of the right of pre-emption 
arhong ¢ the Hi indoos on the autho rity of the Shastras. As the 
question. is one of great importance , and the person who has. 
come forward to give his opinion on it, after full i inquiry and 


investigation, is a great authority i in Sanskrit, his statement 7 
is given below. It runs as follows:— | 


“Tt is observed. that when Hindsos sear a sclatea { in a 
for the possession of immovable property, such asa house, 
garden, tank, &., under the right of pre-emption, on the 
ground of vicinage, the suit is dismissed on the. plea that such: 
a right is: not acknowledged: in the Shastras,; and’ that, conse- 
quently, thé owner of the property is at liberty to dispose of 
it to anybody he’ likes. No: one takes the trouble to inquire 
whether this objection of the Court .is based on:truth. ‘The - 
fact is that frequent allusion to this right has been made in the 
meant The following are a few of. the. examples — 


‘(@) In the “Vivad C hintaman” a work written by Vachhass 
nail Misra, a renowned Sanskrit scholar of the ancient time 
the author proves the ri ight. of pre-emption on. the. authority 
of Katyayan Rishi, and says: —“A village lying near, another 
village —a field bordering on another field—a_ house situated 
in the vicinity. of another house—can be claimed . Ti der the 
right of pre-emption : the nei ighbour whose possessions. border 


on the property to be sold on more sides. than those of the 
other claimants having the foremost claim.’ er we 


(0b) Radha Kanti Deva, whori is the ‘author: of | many wor 
ts ak ou inthe pli of th hs ae 
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(c) In: Manu Sanghité,”’ * Vidérnavset, P26 Maha Niryan 
Tantra;””. ”” and several other works, it ‘is plainly stated that; in 
case of a person wishing to sell his immiovable ‘property, his 
neighbour . has the foremost right to purchase, and. that, in the 
event of the latter. being i ina foreign city at the time, and. the 
property being sold to another man in his absence, he will on 
his return ‘have. a ;right to its possession on the PA, of 
the amount given by the purchaser. 


- In the next article, the same paper notices ithe aia of the 
Select Committee of the Anjuman-t- Panjab on the working on 
the Small Cause Courts, which was read at the’ meeting 
above referred to. The opinion. of the Uommitiee ted be sume 
med up in the following words: . > ihe 

It cannot be denied that the suits ledgat:t in. ‘Small Cause 
Courts relate chiefly to money dealings, and are, as a rule, so 
plain and simple ‘ as to fequire no great J jurisprudence to ‘decide 
them. ‘But their number in each court is often s0 ‘great, that 
the: J udge cannot’ devote as much time to each suit as a ‘full 
inquiry into the particulars necessitates. Accordingly, in order 
to place the working of the courts on an efficient footing, and 
to enable them t6 deal full Justice to the people, it seems pro- 
per thatthe number of Judges be increased. ‘The question 
arises whether such a plan will involve imuch additional ‘ex- 
pense, which: Government cannot afford. The writer answers 
this by su ggoati ng ‘the nomination of able and trustworthy 
Natives to tlie new posts ‘under the title of Honorary J udges. 
By this. arrangement, while a new avenue to honour will be 
opened for Native ‘gentlemen, and ‘Governit ment will have to 
bpend nothing, all complaints of injustice now made by litigants 
against ‘Small Cause Courts, which, as has just been said, are 
due to’ imperfect ‘iniquity «nd investigation into cases, will 
ease. - Ancthet advantage that will be gained by the.adopticn 
of tho plans ppested is, that in consequenceiof the suits lodged 
an the: ‘courid being connected chiefly with money dealings 
‘which have ito-do «with the daily' concerns’ df life, and ‘for that 

Treason. requir :an, acsnaintanee with: the formé and icistom 


ee. 
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peculiar to® particular place, Native gentleman who possess all 
this acquaintance ‘will be best fitted to —_— to ‘the bot- 
tom, and+o decide them jastly. = 


Another point which, in the Committee's opinion, is equally 
“worthy of consideration, i is the’ question of appeal from the de- 
Cisions of the Cotrts. “With regard to this, it will be observed 
that, since in all places where Small Cause Courts do not exist 
appeal from the decisions ‘of a Court of First Instance in suits 
‘of the kind as are lodged i in a Court of Small Causes are allow- 
able, it is but just and proper that the decisions of the Small 
Cause Courts be likewise subject to appeal to a second and 
‘even a third higher court, in onder that full _— aia i be 
administered to litigants, 


In a third article, the same paper regrets to state that the 
report that Mulhar Rao has released Bhao Sindhia, Prime 
Minister of his deceased brother, from captivity is false. So 
far from this, the Rao practises as great severities on the poor 
Minister as ever. Worse still, he has taken a fancy to raze to 
the foundation the pop ulous i magnificent tract of Barodah 
which contains the palace of the late Guicowar, a step which 
he is said to have taken. because he expresses it to be his. wish — 
to efface the name of the’ deceased Maharajah from the earth. 
Bhao Sindhia was recently sent for from the prison on the 
13th July, and ordered to work at Mushur Poora (the name 
by which this place is called) alon g with other labourers. 
The poor man had no other resource than to yield compliance, 
though he could not help. remarking to the Maharaj: ah that by 
exposing him to such indignities the State.of which he was 
once. the Minister, rather than himself, was disgraced. | 


A correspondent of the Koh-i- Nur of the 29th July; wri- 
ting from Delhi, states that what occasioned the digging of 
the iron-pillar in the: Kutb:Shah was simply the: curiosity of 
‘a Kuropean gentleman, who wished'te know how deep! the 
‘pillar was sunk in the: ground. It was found on ‘trial: thatthe 
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that it: was faxed atthe very head of. Rajah. Bisa (uty the sir 
pent which; supports the universe), was:a mére fiction. . if ~— 


we has been reinstated in its place. 


A Hooshéarpore’ correspondent of the same paper notices 
the bad condition of that: portion of the Hooshearpore: Road 
which, after: branching off. from the Jullunder Cantonment 
Road, leads te-the city of J ullunder, a distance of three or four 
miles: The writer-hopes that the Deputy Commissioner’ will 
direct his attention to the matter, in order thatthe trouble and 
inconveriencé passengers have to suffer, especially in: the pre< 
sent, season,’ when they reach the city by going piace mont = 
the Cantonment Road, may be removed. _ oi 


Under the heading “ Hansie,” the same paper praises the 
singul: ar exertions of the Superintendent, of Police in tracing 
the murderer of a fair woman whose corpse was discovered 
lying in the suburbs of Bhewanee, without any one being 
found to recognize 1 the deceased. The officer cut off the head 


of the: deceased, kept | it ina glass 80 as to prevent it from 


becoming corrupt, and, by showing it to numerous ‘persons, , 
found out one who could recognize it, and also traced the 
murderer. The writer considers this act of the 8 u iperintend - 


ent of Police as hi ighly creditable to him. 


‘The same paper notices the currency of a shameful prac- 
tice in Goojrat, whieh has not only a bad effect. on the sani- 
tation of the city, but is at the same ‘time inconsistent. with 
decency. It is that: women of all classes of the people go 
close outside the city for necessary purposes. The writer 
wonders that a municipal. committee should be. in existence i in 
the city, and'yet no. notice. should have been taken of the bad 
custom ; and remarks that if. cholera breaks out this year, the 
Committes or the authorities will feel themselves under. ‘the 
necessity of ‘attending to the abuse.: ‘ 

Tn the. next article; the. same paper uilios ino cases of 
thoft in Sealkote, , One of these occurred on the 21st July. at 
the house.of Sunder Lall, Serishtedar, a and the other on the day 
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following at.the-house of one Bhola Shah, mahajun of Mouzah 
Saranwallee. .The amount‘ lost was ‘Rs. : i m: the first i in- 
stance and Rs. 2,000 in the second. 


A correspondent of the Panjibt Akhbar of ‘the same date, 
in a long article; draws the: attention of the Sindh, Punjab, 
‘and Delhi Railway Company to the desirability of appointing a 
special medical staff for the benefit of its employés, similar 
to that kept on all other railway lines: Under the existing ar- 
rangements, the Company pays a ‘monthly allowance to the 

Uivil Surgeon of each station for the treatment of its employés. 
a system which, while it ‘is unnecessarily expensive, is objec- 
tionable in other ways. The .Civil Surgeons not only totally 
neglect the treatment of the Native servants of the Company, 
but have little time to spare to attend even to that of the Eu- 
ropean employes. Only a few days ago a station-master, who 
was severely ill, desired very much to have the advantage 
of the treatment of the Civil Surgeon , but in vain. Since, there- 
fore, the Civil’ Surgeons are of so little use to the Europeans 
in the employ of the Company, what hope can there be that 
Natives will be cared for? The object of the Company in pay- 
ing the Civil Surgeons is that all its servants, without distinc- 
tion of colour or creed, should have the benefit of treatment. 
Unfortunately, this obj ect is not gained, and, while a hand- 
some amount has to be paid by the Company to the Civil Sur- 
geon of each station, its servants, either of the one or the other 
class, derive no benefit. The simple fact is that Civil Surgeons 
have little or no time to‘spare from their regular duties to 
attend to those which do not properly come within their ‘pro- 
vince. Take, for instance, the example of the Civil Surgeon 

of Lahore. His time isso much taken up with his’ official 
ar es that he rarely visits the city hospital itself, 


‘The above facts clearly show that Civil cites in ie 
employ of Government can be of no use to railway employes, 
and that the present system of paying them, in order that they 
may be useful to the latter, is fraught with disadvantage. 
The best plan which su ggests itself to the: writer is that the 
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Company should keep’ a staff of medical officers of “its own, 

with a'suitable establishment of subordinates, and’ place them = 
in charge of ‘separate’ circles: The doctors: thus: appointed,’ 
should be directed to pay equal attention to the treatment of: 
all the servants of the Company, high or. low, and strictly 
cautioned not to receive. a single farthing from any of the- 
patients. This plan will not. only ensure a reduction in the ~ 
expenses now incurred in paying the Civil Surgeons of the 
several stations , but will place the means of efficient medical 
assistance within the reach of all the employés of the Company. 

The writer hopes. that his suggestion will meet with the Com- 
pany’s approval, 


The Kérndmah of the 31st July, in its column of local — 
news, notices the order issued by the City Magistrate requiring. 
the owners of all houses in ruins in the city to rebuild them, 
or else to level them with the ground, within one month from 
the date of the issue of the order, on pain of a fine of Rs. 50, 
with an additional one at the rate of Rs. 10 per diem till such 
time as the order is complied with. This order has caused the 
poor much anxiety and alarm, The rains of the past year have 
destroyed some six thousand houses, of which a few, whose 
owners could afford the expense, were rebuilt, the rest, which 
belonged to the poor, remaining in a dilapidated state. It_ 
is supposed that the strict orders now passed will compel the 
owners to raise kutcha walls round the houses by borrowing 
money or otherwise ;- but, unfortunately, this is im possible i in 
the present season, and the more so because the’ rains are 
heavy and frequent. 


- Under these: circumstances, 3; the authorities | should not have 
issued such a hard order: at | a time like the present, or at least — 
should have’ allowed more tithe for its’ execution. Since this 
has not: been: done, it-is apparent that on the expiry of the 
term” a large’ number of the “houses” will be put up’ to sale; 
and rio few of the poor ‘will have to suffer weary comin 
for’ ‘disobedience’ of orders, ae 
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. Under the heading “ Benares,’”’. the samé paper asserts that 
in a single night. burglaries were! comniitied, in. ‘twenty-two 
different places 1 in the ~— - loss ee to several, ‘thou- 
sand rupees. ! . ab od | 

Fhe Benares Gazette of the same date, in its’ column of 
local news, states that the road leading from Dus& Soomedh to 
Doorgé Koon] remains ina filthy state. The writer cannot 
understand why roads such as this, which ‘are the resort of a 
large number of people at times of fairs, should not be kept 


in a proper state of repair; ‘and thinks that the Municipality 


ought to direct its attention to the matter and reform the 
abuse. : 


A correspondent. of the Kavi Vavhon Sudha of the same 
date, writing from Allygurh , notices the outrages committed 
by a drunken Buropean soldier in that city, He first, went 
to the railway station, situated.close to the Government Zillah 
School, where he beat and abused the peons on guard, and spit 
upon them, after which he bent his steps towards Mr, Robert- 

‘son Officiating Collector’s bungalow. The. gentleman had 
gone to office, and his wife, who was sick, was inside the house. 
The soldier saw her through the door, broke the glass, and was 
thinking of entering the room, when thelady cried out, The 
‘noise bronght the constables to the spot, who seized the soldier, 
and, though severely beaten, took him. te Mr, Charde, an 
officer of police, who ordered. him. to be put into eustody. 


At this the soldier abused him sg oling: him ‘‘ damned 
fool, ” “ donkey.” 
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The Khair Khwdéh-i-Panj éb for the fourth week of J July 
has an article on false evidence. .The writer begins with men- 
tioning the story of a person who was a witness ina suit, say 
ef A. versus B. He atated on oath before the Court that his 
age was twenty, and that the document then shown him was 
written by B. in favour of A., at such a plape, in his presence, 
At this, B. questioned the witness as to the time. when the 
document was written, and, strange to-say,. the. Lakiall wad 
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fs minefeen- viene: ago.’ ‘That.a than of. twenty years of age 
should confirm on his personal evidence ‘the particulars of -an 
occurrence of nineteen years ago is a palpable falsehood, unldss 
he were supposed to be an incarnation of the Deity. or a,pro- 
phet. An objection may. be raised that the man cannot have 
made such an absurd statement. This can easily be answered 
because at the time of the parties joining issue, A., ander 
the impression that the witness ‘being his friend would speak 
in his favour, and that on account of his tall stature he would. 
look older than he Was, had no hesitation i in producing him; ' 
and the latter had to attend the Court for the first time, and 
did not know that before takii ng down a witness’ statement it 

is customary to make ‘an inquiry as to his age. It is also 
probable that‘ at ‘the time of answering B.’s question the 
witness forgot’ that he had before stated his age—(1) because 
of his having been struck with fear on account of the strang ge- 
‘ness of the Court, and (2) because the suddenness with 
which B, put him the question, brought the story taught him 


by A. uppermost in his mind, leaving him no time to reflect 
that his age had been ‘taken doen — 


‘Now, as the ‘Court cannot be expected te be skilled in 
divination, but ‘must depend entirely on the testimony of wit- 
nesses in deciding eases, it is necessary that the statements 
of the latter should be true, and not like that of this witness. 
But this is not possible, unless the form of oath now current 
in courts is changed, which is such that, with the exception of 
Christians, who, at the time of swearing, take the Bible i in 
their hands and kiss it, or a few righteons men, it offers an in- 
ducement to all others to swear falsely. |The oaths which 
have to be repeated are scarcely more thought: of by persons 
who for a few rupees attend a court to give false evidence 
than the bow made: by them before an officer ; and, accord- 
ingly, regarding the practice as a mere matter of ee, ) 
they Aaldly repeat. the words of the oath, . 


hh onder, to reform the abuse, and. ‘dines Natives’ to makie 
Geciarations before courts, it is mecessary that the ‘present 
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form of oath be superseded, arid the practice of swearing oi 
a:sacred book, asis done with Christians, be substituted in its 
place, Thus, for instance, Hindoos should be required to swear 
with a potht (or, which is the same thing, a vessel full of 
Ganges water) in their hands ; Musalmans by eee the 
Koran, and so on. 


The Oudh Akhbér of the ist ‘Gana’ reports the pre- 
valence of cholera in Khandesh. In most villages ten or 
twenty persons daily fall victims tu it. The scantiness of rain 
in the district is stated to be the cause of the disease. 


The same paper notices the breaking up of the Ganges 
pontoon-bridge at Cawnpore, and the sweeping away of some 
20 or 22 pontoons, in consequence of the violent flood of the 
river. The writer is glad to find that no loss of life was oc- 
casioned by the incident, but regrets that, notwithstanding 
the caution given them by means of newspapers (vide page 
328 of the Selections for the week ending Ist July last), the 
authorities should have failed to stren gehen the bridge so as 
to enable it to stand the force of the flood. 


The same paper notices the orders issued by the Madras 
Government relating to the railway bridge at the Chunar, 
which lately suffered a serious injury from the floods, but has 
now been repaired. These orders are to the effect that the 
bridge should be opened to communication, but that the train 
should pass over it only in the daytime. Directions have 
also been laid down that a person should be stationed at 
either side of the river to watch the state of the tide and re- 
port it from time to time to the Resident Engineer; that the 
train should pass over the bridge at the rate of four miles 
an hour, and that if the river overflows, no train should 


cross until the engine has once crossed. and tested the strength 
of the bridge. 


The Oudh Akhb br approves of the ober, iia pronounces 
them: to be:very: judicious‘and useful, and. is’ of: opinion: that 
similar orders:should: be: passed bythe. Governor-General of ’ 
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India in -Council.with respect to the railway bridges over. all 
other rivers, such as the Ganges, the Jumna, &ec. _ eis 


In another article the same ‘paper notices the olde said to 
have been issued by the Russians prohibiting the import of 
any articles of merchandise from India to Bokhara, and re- 
quiring all Indian goods now in Bokhara to be disposed of 
within a twelvemonth. The Oudh Akhbér calls in question 
the authenticity of the news, seeing that the Russians are on 
friendly terms with the British Government; but remarks 
that, in case this be actually true, the latter will be obliged to 
prevent Russian ships, which have already advanced as 8 far as 
Calcutta, from coming to India. 


The next article mentions the plund ering of an English 
mail by the Wazeerees between. Peshawur and Kohat. 


The J ie-ul-Absdr of the: same date has a long. axtinle 
headed “ Thieves, Police, and Mun icipalities, ” in which the 
makes the following remarks and su ggestions ; — 


_ (1) That the chowkeedars kept up in each city at the otek 
of the municipality for looking after its cleanliness should also 
be required to go the rounds and watch at night, which does 
not appear to be .a part of their duty at present. If all 
they have to do is to attend to the cleanliness of lanes and 
streets, surely they do but a poor service to the people, and 
the expense of keeping them is a useless burden. As itis they 
are more a source of trouble than comfort, seeing that they 
often practise extortions on the people, and, by laying false and. 
frivolous charges against them, such as that of dirtying the 
streets, or allowin g the water of their houses to run out, and soon, 
consign them to the clutches of the police. Cleanliness of streets. 
is of little avail if protection against thieves is not secured. 
The daring and intrepidity with which the latter pursue their 
career at présent have attracted the attention of the Press more 
than any other subject. Two fresh instances of this have come 
to notice in the city of Allahabad ; in the first, a party of thieves 


entered a house by splitting the shutters asunder, and in the. 
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sdeohd,’a woman had her finger ruthlessly ‘out of: Because the 

ring on it could not easily be taken. If thefts: be’so prevalent, 

surely, not only the existing system of police, but also the 

municipalities ought to be found fault with, seeing that chow- 
_ keedaree expenses form.a part of the municipal: fund, - 


(2) That the system of municipalities as’ at ptesent con- 
stituted should be reformed and remodelled. . Under the exis- 
ting ‘arrangements magistrates are appointed presidents of 
municipal committees, which is not a. good plan, They can 
spare little or no time from their heavy official duties to: attend 
to municipal affairs, and consequently leave then entirely 
in the hands of municipal commissioners, who, asa rule, 
either do not take the: least interest in them, and. think lightly 
of the responsibilities imposed on. them, or are -incompetent. 
for the duties intrusted tothem. Hence itis that the arrange- 
ments of municipalities are generally’ i in disorder, and com- 
plaints against-them are so frequent and numerous. In the 
writer’s opinion; it would be better if commissioners were ap-. 
pointed. presidents, instead of magistrates,. seaing that the 
former are less engaged and can easily dévote a-few hours to. 
municipal concerns. This:plan will:-have another ddvantage, 
viz., that municipal commissioners will be:encouraged to give 
their opinions with greater freedom in the presence of .com-. 
missioners than they now do before magistrates, while the ma- 
gistrates will pay more attention to such of the municipal 
affairs as have to do with their office. when: baad receive n=. 
structions from their. official superior. reef 


The Urdi Akhbér of the same ‘date reports the follow- : 
ing cases of theft, said to haye occurred in Delhi from the 
21st to 28th July aes 


(1). A. theft was otangaiited h in, the house of a an, a: woman | 
Hiring, | in the durgah of Ninmra dete and. all she had was 
calried away. = st, 


@) A. house in Kucha Lattoos Sin was broken nto 
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(3) A banker im Pofrash Khan had his De containing 
sevunty or : eighty rupees, stolen. ie a 


The Samay. Vinod of the sate Yate regrets that the 
- people of England should spend Rs. 1,1 2,80,00,000 in wine, 
and remarks that if this heavy amount were spent in some 
useful purpose much good would. be the result. It is added 
that though India is not so rich as England, the experises in- 
curted by its inhabitants in wineare scatcely | less; Government 
cannot be ex pected to interest itself i in checking the abuse, be- 
cause that will result in its own loss and the income from 
excise will be diminshed, and the writer is, therefore, of 
opinion that the various societies established ii India. and 
England for the benefit of the people should direct their at- 
tention to the abuse, arid adopt measures for putting a stop to it. 


_ The samo paper is sorry to learn from The Progress that 
the Taj at Agra has not been in proper repait for a long 
time, and remarks that if buildings like this are suffered to 
remain without the necéssary repairs, it is probable that in the 
course of tinte no trace of them will be left on the earth. 


The At-i-Hayat-i-Hind of the saiie date has a lorig com- 
inunicated article on the present pitiable state of the tehveel- 
dars in the Noith=Western Provirices. Formerly the salary 
of officials of this class was Ré, 22 (including the pay of the 
naib or assistant), anid was paid through the Government 
treasurer, Experience proved that this plan was not good, 
ind it was brought to the notice of Government that treasurers 
dealt unfairly with tehveeldars, aid allowed them only a part 
of the pay sanctioned by Governuient, keepin; g the remainder 
to themselves, and allowing them to carry on private money 
dealings, though such a ‘course was strictly forbidden by law. 
Government thought: it highly unjust that treasurers should 
practise such extortion on tehveeldars, and saw fo reason why 
it should allow more to tehvedldats than they actually received 
from treasufera. Accordingly, it was ruled (vide Boatd’s cir- 
cular No, 29, dated 3rd July, 1867)—(1) That tehvéeldars— 
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ror in future receive their pay Lia gh : tehseels instead of 
from Government treasuries; (2) that their sal ary be reduced 
from Rs, 22 to Rs. 10. (i.¢., the allowance for the naib being 
discontinued, and the actual pay of the ‘post being reduced 
from Rs. 15 to Rs. 10); (3) that. they should not thencefor- 
ward be held entitled to pension ; and (4) that they should be 
transferred every second year, in order that by constantly 
chan ging + the place of their duty they may have no chance of 
carrying on private money transactions. 

~ These orders, instead of being a boon to the poor teh- 
veeldars, have only proved their bane, for, while their pay 
has been reduced, and they have been deprived. of a right to 
pension, their grievances remain the same as before. They 
may now get their pay through tehseels, but that cannot save 
fhem from the extortions of treasurers, at whose disposal 
they are entirely left, and with whom their appointment and 
dismissal solely rest. As it is, they shamefully abuse their 
trust, having made the appointment and dismissal of tehveel- 
dars a mere mercenary affair, selling the post to the highest 
bidder, and changing the incumbents as often as new candi- 
dates come forward with more and more liberal promises of 
bribes. The writer refers in particular to the unfair practice 


of the Treasurer at Muttra, and the extortions practised by 
him upon the tehveeldars under his control. 


The writer hopes that Government will divest its attention 
to the matter, and do full justice to the poor. tehveeldars, by 
extricating them from the clutches of treasurers, and restor- 
ing their old pay ; or, if the present rate of salary is allowed 
to continue, by cancelling the prohibition against carrying on 
private money dealings, care being only taken, in order to re- 
move all suspicion of unfair play, to order the public money 
in their hands to be daily counted. The pay now allowed them 
is by no means adequate to cover their expenses, and, unless 
either of the two courses here suggested is adopted, there 1s 


ample room to fear that the officials will beled to embezzle the 
public money. 


} 
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The Mangal Sa machér of the same date publishes the pro- — 
ceedings of a meeting of Oomur Bunneahs held at Mirza apore 
at the Collector’ s ‘bungalow, on the 12th June last, inorder 
to adopt measures ‘for cheeking the extravagance at marriages. 

The meeting was attended by a large number of the Native 
_ gentlemen of the city. The proceedings were opened with an 

address by Mr. James Simson, in which he pointed out to 
those present the desirabi lity of curtailing marriage expenses. 
This was followed by a speech by Mootishee Mata Prasad, 
in which he described the evils attendant on extravagance, 
and proposed that in’future four grades ef expenses be adop- 
ted by the, Bunneahs, viz., on the bride’s side Rs. 200 for the 
first grade, Rs. 105 for the second, Rs. 73 for the third, and 
Rs. 42 for the fourth ; and on the bridegroom’s side, Rs. 170 
for the first grade, Rs. 66. for the second, Rs. 54 for the third, 
and Rs. 27 for the fo urth. All present appro ved of the pro- 
posal. A vote of thanks to the Magistrate was carried, after | 
which the meetin s dissolved. 


The Tahetb-ul- Akhldg of the 3rd pea has a "ie 
essay on slavery, written by Syud Ahmed Khan, @.§.I. The 
writer traces the origin of the practice, and proves it to have 
existed among all-the famous nations of antiquity. He then 
goes on ‘to praise the English as being the first to eradicate — 
the inhuman custom; gives a history of the way in which it 
was abolished, and the difficulties which had to be encountered 
in suppressing it; and shows how it was gradually stopped — 
in other European countries and in North America. The 
writer gives the highest credit to the English for their laudable 
exertions in the philanthropic cause, and remarks that liberty 
is prized by them above everything else. While in England, 
he heard an Englishman, , who was his friend, remark. that 
not only the ‘English nation but the we land of as & is 
| proud of its liberty, and that— 


“ Slaves cannot breathe in England ; if their lungs 
‘Receive our air, that moment they are free. 


They touch our country, and their shackles fall.” 
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_ But,. while. praising, the English: for their indefatigable 
labours.im uprooting slavery and the. abolition. of slave-trade in 
Europe and. the new world, and acknowledging that they, have 
done. much; in. checking»the practice in. India as. well, the 
writer expresses his regret. that traces. of it should. have been 
suffered ta, exist.in. the. country, chiefly in Native states, and, 
to some: extent, in the British dominions themselves ; and. that 
no-effectivesteps should have:been: taken. by the Government to 
put. a final stop: to: it, We. are shocked. to hear from. day to 
day of prostitutes: receiving new dameels,, hermaphrodites new 
proselytes,, and nawabs: new eunuehs, and cannot but heap. the 


greatest. censure: on Go vernment, for eufioning. these abuses. to 
exist. | rs 


The writer then proceeds to consider the state of the crime 
in Musalman Governments, and is struck with horror to 
find that little or nothing has been dene by them to check. it. 
On the contrary, slavery prevails in them.to such an extent 
that foreign nations have been led to infer from what they 
see that thé practice is allowable in the. Musalman religion, | 
though the contrary is the- case. What can be: more shock- 


ing than to see slaves unmercifully sold: i in the Arab markets 
like cattle. aa 


Tn tracing this gloomy: picture. the writer is ied to. find 
some. glimpses of cheering light. The Sultan of Turkey has 
done. something. in. suppressing the odious, practice, and his 
efforts in. the, cause have to:a. certain extent, met. with suceess 
In the. portion of his: possessions lying in the dominions of the 
Pope. It; is. also, some consolation. to. find. that. Isma’il. Pasha, 
the, Khedive, of Egypt,. has,taken.steps.to stop the practice 
in his country... The calebrated. Mr. William Howard. Russell, 

in his. “ Journal,’ ’ gives, great. credit.tothe Pasha for his exer- 
} teod in the reform, and all the moreso. because he; thinks the 
Pasha has dene so in. advance of his reli igion, The writer 
remarks that, if Mr. Russell’s. statement. is a fact, the Pasha 
may be congratulated for ms endeavours. i in the good cause. 
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To speak, from. personal experience, however, he doubts if the 
Pasha really deserves praise in this respect, having seen‘numer- 
ous Abyssinian slaves in the form of eunuchs in, Egypt, and 
in the seraglio of the Pasha himself. What can be more hor- 
rible than to- find’ man adding crime to crime, and, to the 
already abominable vice of enslaving mankind, add‘ that of 


making eunuchs: of them! : This, horrible: crime is in itself 


sufficient to attach a stigma of disgrace to the: Musalmans of 
Egypt, and level them with savage nations. The writer 
thinks it a great pity that by shameful acts such as this Musal- 
mans should have disgraced their religion and brought reproach 
on it. What can be more offensive and at the same time stupid 
—what more disgraceful to: Islam—than. to find specimens of 
the very vice (j.¢.,, eunuchs), which. was. the. abomination of 
the Prophet, at his own sepulchre and at.the gates of the Ka’ba 
itgelf! And yet Musalmans are proud of these things, and 
pronounce. him who- happens to be opposed’ to them a a “ kiras- 
tdn.” (corruption of Chris tian). 


EDUCATIONAL. 


The Benares Akhbér of the same.date. states that in: the 
post-office of the United States, three hnndred women hold - 
appointments, the salary of twenty-five of whom exceeds 
Rs. 2,000 each anually, while many of them receive upwards of 
Rs, 8,000: each ; and: remarks:that after: hearing this news the 
women of India ought not to dare:to show their faces. — 
The Tahzth-ul-Akhdr of the. same. date has a long article 
_ on the rights: of women written. by Syud: Ahmed Khan, C.8.L 

Jt: is remarked that loud as civilized’ countries: are. in pro- 
fessing: the. equality: of woman to man,. and of her having 
equal rights: with him: by birth, she: does: not: receive.as much 
respect: and’ esteem,, nor are: her rights as: equal! with man’s,. in 
any countsy as: in those. of. the Musalman religion, Take 
England: itself: for: an: example, which 1 18 SO strong an: advocate 
of’ female freedom; in: its laws velating to:-woman: the: right:and 
privileges ofi the. sex: are: least respected, and they are: o: treated 
as Itrational and: negative beings ~~ 


Kk 
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(1) According to these laws, : from the time a woman is 
married she is treated as a negative being, and i is only repre- 
sented in her husband. } 


(2) She is not considered competent to enter into a con- 
tract, and, .accordingly, cannot be held responsible for any 
bond or document she may have written without. her hus- 
band’s consent. 


(3) All personal goods, chattels , cash, ald landed property 
possessed by her before marriage become the property of the 
husband after marriage. 


(4) All the prop erty which she receives by inheritance 
before or after her marriage is the mr eeery of the husband, 
who réceives the profits. 


(5) Like an ‘irrational being, she can neither prefer a 


pre against any one, nor can anybody set up a claim against 
ner. 


6) She can nei thee buy nor sell any — without the 
husband's permission. 


ae nine en Ine en NE AAO LALA ALK Se 


(7 , Besides the expenses connected with the common 


necessities of life, viz., boarding, clothing, and lodging, she 
can incur no other without her husband’s will. 


In order to confirm his position, the writer goes on to 
‘notice the “Bill relating to the Property of Married Women,” 
brought before Parliament in A.D, 1870, .in- which a re- 
quest was preferred that the law depriving a woman of all 
claim to her personal property: after marriage be cancelled. 
At the time of producing the bill, Mr. Russel! Gurney, one 
of the members ‘of Parliament, made a very good remark, 
‘saying that, as according to the existing law all:the property 
whicha woman possesses before marriage, or may receive after 
‘it,-as well as all that: she: earns by personal industry and 
ability, remains no longer hers after marriage, it-may: justly 
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be said that’marriage has the same effect with her as a crime 
would have, because it makes her liable to forfeituxa of pro- 

perty. The whole of the House of Commons laughed at this 
statement, and many of the members supported it. Such, then, 
is the law of England regarding women, than which nothing 
can be more absurd, hurtful, and unjust. 


The writer then proceeds to notice the Mahomedan law 
concerning women, and the rights and privileges which it 
allows them side by side with man. These he enumerates as 
follows :-— i 


(1) During minority, a woman, as well as a man, is con- 
sidered incompetent for entering into a contract, but on arriv- 
ing at maturity she becomes independent, and has a ri ight to 
enter into any kind of contract whatever equally with man. 


— Q) She is free, like man, to give or not to give her con- 
sent to a nuptial contract; in other words, as in the case of 


man, so in hers, the marriage cannot take place without her 
“express consent. 


(8) She is the sole ein of all her personal property, ’ 
$ oy is at. full liberty to appgyeriate it to her own use. :, - 


we 
ot sp -? 


a Like man, she is competent to enter into any con- 
tract or stipulation, and both herself and her estate are held 
amenable for all bonds and docum ents written by her. 


(5). She is the sole proprietor of all the property reosives 


by her before or after marriage, and has a right to receivs ite 
profits. 


(6) Like man, she can » preter claims and cai 1 have claim 
preferred 08 st her. 


(7) She. can buy, onthiee she likes Wi . iif her pro} ts Kes. 
aud can sell whatever she wills.J{ She can, like t man, Srna and 
bequeath ovary kind of property. 
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(8) She can succeed to the ‘property of her rélakions, us 
we as her husband, nooording to the order of imberitance, 


(9) Ske can acquire all religious virtues equally with 
man, and is liable to panes in this and the next world, 
just as well as man. _ 


From all these canons it is manifest that the Mahomedan 


religion treats man and woman with such equality as is not 


allowed in any other religion, or prescribed inthe laws of any 
nation. But, notwithstanding this, all civilized men are loud 
in their invectives against the degraded condition of Musalman 


women, and surely with good reason. It is‘a fact that the con- 


dition of women in the civilized countries is far superior to that 
of Musalman women. Leaving out of consideration the rules 
of female seclusion, in which both Hindoostanees as well as 
Europeans have runintoopposite extremes—the former treating 


them with unnecessary strictness, and the latter taking unjust 


liberties with them—the women of civilized countries have a 
decided preference above Hindoostanee women in all respects. 
So far from being regarded as having been created simply to 
serve. man, they are loved and respected by men, enjoy all so- 
cial and domestic pleasures with them, and have all their com- 
forts and conveniences duly attended to. They are the com- 
panions and conjidanies of their husband, and the participators 
‘of his pleasures and pains, amd are at omce the delight of their 
homes, and great blessings to their husbands. The writer 
expresses his regret that, with the superior advantages 
which their religion allows them, Musalman women should be 
in such a degraded eondition, and should have been far sur- 
passed by women of the civilized countries to whom the laws of 
their country do not allow a-tenth of the rights and privileges 
which the Musalman law allows te women of that creed, 
He attributes this difference to the uncivilization of the Misal- 
ae and the superior enlichtenment of the Western: nations, 


and thinks it is high time ai Musalmans to be 7 and doing 
to 1 ee their fallen condition, __ 


“~ 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Akhbdr-i-Anjuman-+-Panjab of the 28th J uly notices 


the proposal of the Anjuman to establish a society at Lahore 
under the name of “ Lahore Social:Club,” the object of which 


is to enable Native and European gentlemen to meet together 
and become familiar with one another.: The members will 


have to pay an admission fee of two rupees, and a monthly 
subscription of one rupee each. 


The Kavi Vachan Sudhé of the 31st a publishes an 
extract from a letter said to have been received from a famous 
professor in England, which runs thus :— ; 


‘‘ We are extremely anxious that the day may come when 
Baboo Shiva Prasad will visit England. Ifon coming here he 
brings Baboo Mathura Prasad Misr with him to cook food, ring 
the bell, and do idol-worship for-him (i.e, to serve him as a cook 
and priest), he will have a sight of the God Varan (the Neptune 
of the Greeks). ‘g 


In order to save the professor from disappointment, the 


editor of the Kavi Vachan Sudhd-assures him that the Baboo is 
not likely to take a trip to England until some one of the 
Rajahs of Rajpootana leads the way. He is waiting for such 
a time, in order that he may follow the example. 


The Benares Akhbdr of the 3rd August astine the gifts — 
and presents offered by the Maharajah of Gwalior at the famous 
temple at Punderpore on his recent visit to the place. Jewels 
. ornaments, suits of apparel, &c., valued at three lakhs, and a 
jag yielding an annual income of Rs. 12,000, were offered 
to the deity, besides presents to the priests and other persons 
who minister at the temple, which amounted to one lakh. 
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